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Reverend Dr DURELL. 


 REvEREND SIR, 
EING a Maſter of Iſrael, and placed at the 


head of one of the moſt renowned ſeats of 
Learning in the world, you. need not be in- 
formed that the Miſſion of the HoLy GnosrT is the 
one grand promiſe of the New, as the coming of 
Trsus CHRIST was the great promiſe of the Old 
Teſtament diſpenſation. “I will pray the Father, 
ſays our bleſſed Lok p to his almoſt diſconſolate Diſ- 
ciples, and he ſhall give you another Comforter.” 
And again, “It is expedient for you, that I go 
away; for if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you; but if I depart (it being the Pur- 
chaſe of his all- atoning Blood, and deſigned to be 


A 2 the 


4 


7 
2 
I * 
1 "3 we. L e 
. 7 


N 1 tartan 


S * 
- e AAAS webs l 1 


IL! 


the immediate fruit and proof of the reality of his 
reſurrection, and ſubſequent aſcenſion into Heaven) 
I will ſend him unto you.” And that they might 
know that this Comforter was not to be confined 
to, or monopolized by Them, but was to be of 
ſtanding gene e immediately gives them 
intimations of the deſign and nature of His office : 
and therefore adds, „and when he is come, he will 
convince the world of ſin, and of righteouſneſs, and 
of judgment.” | 


Strange, and till then unheard-of, promiſe this! 
Such as a Confucius, a Zoroaſter, or any other fic- 
titious uninſpired Prophet or Lawgiver, never dreamt 
of, A promiſe, which none but One, who was 
Gop over all, could. dare to make; a promiſe 
which none but One, who was Gop over all, could 
poſſibly full. 


8 to this promiſe; C0 baving aſcended up 
on High, led captivity, captive, , and received this 
gift for men, this divine Paraclete,, this Holy 
Ghoſt, on the day of Pentecoſt, ; came down from 
Heaven like a ruſhing mighty wind; and there ap- 
peared cloven tongues, like as of fire, and ſat upon 
each of the Apoſtles.— The effects were immediate 
and viſible.— Poor, illiterate Fiſhermen, inſtan- 
taneouſly commenced Scholars, Preachers, Orators. 
And well they might; for, being filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt, as the Spirit gave them utterance, they 


began to ſpeak with gther tongues the wonderful 
things of God. 


But 


LOS 11 
But what was all this divine apparatus, this divine 
preaching, this divine oratory intended for? The 
following verſes inform us: The hcarers of thoſe 
wonderful things, the ſpectators of this tranſcen- 
dently amazing ſcene, were pricked to the heart, 
and were made to cry out, Men and Brethren, what 
ſhall we do? And the ſame day were added to this 
infant church about three thouſand Touls.” Here 
were proofs, ſubſtantial, inconteſtible proofs, of the 
reality of the Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, and likewiſe 
of the efficacy of the all-powerful Interceſſion of 
their once crucified, but now exalted Lox p; not 
only ſubſtantial and inconteſtible, but at the ſame 
time entirely ſuitable to the nature of his Miſſion, 
who in the days of his fleſh by bis doctrines and mi- 
racles declared, that his. only n in coming into 
our world, was to ſave ſinners. 


Upon this rock;. namely, an experimental mani- 
ſeſtation and application of his Divinity. to the re- 
newed heart (which fleſh and blood, human Reaſon, 
vain Philoſophy, moral Suaſion, or any, or all bare- 
ly external evidence whatſoever, cannot reveal) hath 
he built, doth he now build, and will continue to 
build his church; and therefore it is that the gates, 
neither the power nor policy of hell, ſhall ever be 
able to prevail againſt it, By the influence of this 
almighty Agent hath he promiſed to be with his 
miniſters and people, even to the end of the world, 
And agreeable to this, hath taught us daily to pray 
that his Kingdom may come; which being to be 
begun, carried on and completed, by one continued 
emanation of divine influence communicated to be- 
lievers in the uſe of all appointed means, can alone 
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enable us to do God's will on earth, with any de- 
gree of that unanimity, chearfulneſs, univerſality, 
and perſeverance, as it is done by the holy angels 
above. And as this is the daily united prayer of the 
whole catholic church, however diſtrefied or diſperſ- 
ed, and however varying as to circumſtantials and 
non eſſentials, over the whole earth; it followeth, 
that every addition of any individual monument of 
divine mercy, out of every nation, language, or 
tongue, muſt be looked upon in part as an anſwer 
to the daily prayer of —— Individual believer un- 
der Heaven. ˖ 


Hence, no doubt, it is, that as the angels are ſent 
forth to be miniſtring Tpitits, to minifter to thoſe 
who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation, that there is lid to 
be joy in heaven over every ſinner that repenteth. 
And as there is joy in Heaven, ſo in proportion as 

they riſe into the nature of Angels, will there be joy 
"alfo upon the ſame account amongſt good men on 
earth. Accordingly the lively Oracles inform us, 
that “ when the Apoſtles and Brethren which were 
in Judea heard that the Gentibes alſo had received 
the word of God, they plorified Him, ſay ing, Then 
hath Gop alſo to the Gentiles granted repentance 
unto life.“ 


Ar! $3 | 
And conformably to this, we are told, that (hen 
Barnabas came to Antioch, and ſaw the grace of 
Gop, he was glad.“ And why? Becauſe he was 

a good man, and full of the Holy Ghoſt and of 

Faith. And as the ſame caufe will always be pro- 

duQive of the ſame effect, perſons endued with the 

ſame benign and — diſpoſition with this good 

. man, 
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man, will always be glad when they ſee or hear of 
any ſcriptural marks or practical evidences of true 
and undefiled Religion, wrought in, or appearing 
upon any ſubject of divine grace whatſoever. And 
this joy muſt neceſſarily riſe, in proportion as ſuch 
ſubjects, either by their abilities or circumſtances, 
and ſituation in life, promiſe more important and ex- 
tenſive uſefulneſs in the world and church of 
GOD. 


No wander therefore, Reverend Six, that it hath 
gladdened the hearts of many, and afforded matter 
of uncommon joy and thanksgiving to the Father 
of mercies and Gop of all conſolation, to hear, that 
for ſome time paſt there hath, been a more than 
common. religious concern and. zeal for promoting 
their own and others ſalvation among ſome of the 
Sons of the Prophets. What a pleaſing proſpect 
bath hereby been opened of a future bleſſing to the 
riſing generation] A, blefling,, Which we well 
boped,; would be not leſs falutary' and beneficial to 
the moral, than the new -cruſe of falt, which the 
prophet Eliſha, when complaint was made that the 
water was naught and the ground barren, caſt into 
the ſpring, of waters, with a Thus. ſaith the Lokp, 
I have healed theſe waters, was to part of the hatu- 
ral world. There ſhall not be from thence, ſays 
the Prophet, any more death or barren land: So 
the waters were healed unto this day.” 


| But alas! 8 is this: 3 __ damped, and 
the pleaſing proſpect almoſt totally eclipſed, by a 
late melancholy ſcene exhibited in that very place 
from whence, as from a fountain, many of their 
| A4 preachers 


- preachers frequently and expreſsly pray, that pure 
Atreams may for ever flow to water the city of the 
living God? You need not be told, Reverend 
SIR, what place I mean. It was the famous Uni- 


verſity of Oxford. - Nor need I mention the ſcene 
exhibited ; it was a tribunal, a viſitatorial tribunal, 
erected in Edmund-Hall—fix pious Students, who 


-promiſed to be the ſalt of the earth, and lights of 


the world, entire friends to the DoQtines and Litur- 
gy of our Church, by a Citation previouſly fixed 
upon the College door, were ſummoned to appear 


before this tribunal. They did appear; and, as 
ſome were pleaſed to term it, were tried, convicted, 


and to cloſe the ſcene, in the Chapel of the ſame 
Hall, conſecrated and ſet apart for nobler purpoſes, 
had the ſentence of Expulſion | publicly read and 
e ry N 


298 vere a Aten, in an age when almoſt every 
— of proper diſcipline is held with ſo lax a 


rein, hath naturally excited a curioſity in all that 


have heard of it, to inquire whit notable crime theſe 
delinquents may have been guilty of, to deſerve 
fach uhcommonly rigorous treatment. But how will 
their curioſity" be turned into indignation, when they 
are told, that they were thus rigoroyſly handled for 


doing no evil/at all, and that no fault could be found 
-- them, ſave in the Ivor their mer oh 


It is true 8 one th of n 
was, „ that ſome of them were of Trades before 


« they entred into the Univerſity.” But what evil 


or crime worthy of expulſion can there be in that ?. 


1 be called frem any, though the meaneſt me- 
chanic 
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chanic employ, to the ſtudy of the liberal arts, 
where a natural Genius hath been given, was never 
yet looked upon as a reproach to, or diminution 
of, any great and public character whatſoever. Pro- 
fane Hiſtory affords us a variety of examples of the 
greateſt Heroes who have. been fetched even from 
the plough, to command armies, and perform the 
greateſt exploits for their Country's good, And if 
we examine ſacred Hiſtory, we ſhall find, that even 
David, after he was anointed King, looked back 
with ſweet complacence to the rock from whence he 
was hewn, and is not aſhamed to leave it upon re- 
cord, that Gop took him away from the ſheep-folds, 
as he was following the ewes great with young ones; 
(as, though he loved to repeat it) he took him, ſays 
ig that he might feed Jacob his earl and. Iſracl 
his inheritance, 


But why weak I I of David? When. Jzsus of 
Nazareth, David's Loxp, and David's KING, bad 
for his reputed father a Carpenter, and in all proba- 
bility (as it was a common proverb among the Jews, 
that he that did not teach his ſon a Trade, taught 
him to be a Thief;”) worked at the trade of a 
Carpenter himſelf ? For this indeed he was reproach- 
ed and maligned; Is not this, ſaid they, the Car- 
„ penter's fon ? Nay, Is not this the Carpenter?“ 
But who were thoſe maligners ? The greateſt cne- 
mies to the power of godlineſs the world ever ſaw ; 
the Scribes and Phariſees; that generation of vipers, 
as John the Baptiſt calls them, who upon every oc- 
caſion were ſpitting out their venom, and ſhooting 
forth their arrows, even bitter words, againſt chat 
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Son of man, even that Son of Gop, who, to diſ- 
play his ſovereignty, and confound the wiſdom of 
the worldly wiſe, choſe poor Fifhermen to be his 
Apoſtles ; and whoſe chiefeſt of the Apoſtles, though 
bred up at the feet of Gamaliel, both before and after 
his call to the Apoſtleſhip, laboured with his own 
hands, and worked at the trade of a Tent-maker, 


If from ſuch exalted and more diſtant, we deſcend 
to more modern and inferior characters, we ſhall 
find; that very late, not to ſay our preſent times, 
'furniſh us with inſtances of ſome, even of our Dig- 
nitaries, who have been called from Trades that 
ended to help and feed the body, not only to higher 
employs of a ſpiritual -nature, but even to preſide 
over thofe that are entruſted with the cure of ſouls. 
And who knows but ſome of theſe young Students, 
though originally mechanics, if they had been fuf- 
Fered to have purſued their ſtudies, might have either 
climbed after them to ſome preferment in the 
Church, or been advanced to fome office in that 
Univerſity from which they are now expelled ? One 
bf the preſent reverend and worthy Proctors, we ate 
told, was formerly a Lieutenant in the Army; and 
as ſuch a military employ was no impediment to his 
being a Miniſter or Proctor, it may be preſumed, 
that being formerly of Trades could have been no 
juſt impediment to theſe young mens becoming in 
proceſs of time true Goſpel- Miniſters and good Sol- 
diere of JEsus Cnxisr. 3 


Their being accuſtomed to Prayer, whether with 


or as form, I humbly apprehend, would by 


no 


— 
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no means diſqualify them for the private or public 
diſcharge of any part of their miniſterial function. 
< In that day, that Goſpel-day, (theſe laſt days 


wherein we live) faith the great Gop, I will pour 


out a Spirit of grace and à Spirit of ſupplication upon 
the houſe of David, and upon the inhabitants of Je- 
ruſalem.” And the Apoſtte Paul ſpeaks of it as the 
common privilege of all Believers, that 'the Holy 
Spirit helps their infirmities, and maketh ititerceſſion 
for them with groanings which cannot be uttered. 

Forms of prayer, certainly, have their uſe; and take 
it altogether, our Engliſh Liturgy is, without doubt, 
one of the moſt excellent eſtabliſhed forms of pub- 
lic prayer in the world : but then, as no form, in 
the very nature of the thing, can poſſibly ſuit every 
particular caſe, it is to be feared that many muſt 
never pray, at leaſt for the particular things they 
moſt ſtand in need of, if they are ſo tobe tied up 
to their forms, that they cannot vary from thi, 0 or 
uſe free my at all. 5 


The grest Biſhop Wilkins hath therefore wiſely 
wrote an excellent Treatiſe on the benefit and im- 
portance of this kind of prayer: and could our Uni- 
verſity- youth be trained up to uſe propet extempore 
prayer, both befor and after Sermon, in the opinion 
of all good judges, it would be as commendable, as 


that ſtrange cuſtom of putting off our auditories 


with what is called the bidding prayer; in- which 


© there is not one petition for a bleſſing upon the fol- 


lowing Sermon, and ſcarce any thing mentioned 


but what hath been prayed for over and over again in 


che preceding common ſervice of our church. 
But 
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be allowed, at leaſt it cannot be deemed ſinful, to 

| uſe free prayer in our ſecret, or private ſocial exer- | 
a | ciſes of devotion, If ſo, what ſinners, what great 
7 fingers muſt they have been, who prayed, and that 
too out of neceſſity, in an extempore way, before 
any forms of prayer were or could be printed or 
heard of? The prayers we read of in ſcripture, the 
prayers which opened and ſhut heaven, the effec-- 
tual, fervent, energetic prayers of thoſe righteous 
and holy men of old, which availed fo much with | 
Gov, were all of an extempore nature. And I am 
apt to believe, if not only our Students and Miniſ- 
ters, but ptivate Chriſtians, were born from above, 
and taught of Gop, as thoſe wreſtlers with Gop 
were, they would want Forms of Prayer, though | 
we have ſuch a variety of them, no more than | 
they did. 


The Sick, the Lame, the Blind, the NOW that 
came to our Lon p for healing, wanted no book to 
teach them how to expreſs, their wants. Though. 
fome were paly poor Beggars, and others, as the 
ſelf · rigbteous Scribes and Phariſees ſuperciliouſſy 
choſe to term them, Gentile dogs, yet conſcious of 
their wants, and having a heart-felt ſenſe of their 
diſtreſs, out of the abundance of their hearts their 

| mouths ſpake; and the compaſſionate IMMANUEL, 
who, came to heat our ſickneſſes and bear our infir- 
mities, ſent them away with a “Go in peace, thy | 
faith bath. made thee whole: Be it unto thee even 
as thou wilt.” 


How 
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How unlike, yea how very unlike ſuch a bleſſed 
diſmiſſion is the treatment theſe young Students 
have lately met with at Edmund Hall, who, amongſt 
other crimes of a like nature, were expelled for 
uſing Extempore Prayer. A crime not ſo much as 
mentioned in any of our Law-Books; a crime for 
which, in this laſt century at leaſt, no one hath ever 
been called to the bar of any public court of judica- 
ture; and a crime for which, it is to be hoped, no 
Student will ever hereafter be ſummoned to appear 
and hear himſelf expelled for, at the bar of any of 
the reverend Doctors of Divinity or Heads of Houſes 
in the Univerſity of Oxford. But ſhould any be fo 
infatuated as to determine, Jehu- like, to drive on 
thus furiouſly, as judgment hath unhappily begun, 
as it were, at the very houſe of God, it is to be 
hoped, that as ſome have been expelled for extem- 
pore praying, we ſhall hear of ſome few others of a 
contrary ſtamp, being expelled for extempore ſwear- 
ing, which by all impartial. judges muſt undoubt- 

edly be n to be the greater crime of 
the two. 

Singing, compoſing, or reading Hymns compoſed ' 
by others, and doing this in company, ſeems to 
be as little criminal as praying extempore. When 
the laſt words of David are about to be recorded, he 
is not only ſtiled, the fon of Jeſſe, the man whe 
was raiſed up on high, the anointed of the Gop of 
Jacob,” but the grand title of being © the ſweet 
Pſalmiſt of Iſrael” brings up the tear. And * to 
teach and admoniſh one another in pſalms and hymns, 
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and Rack-gammon. 


* ſpiritual ſongs, is as ts a ſcriptural: command, 
as * Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy Goo with all thy 
heart, and with all thy ſoul, vg with all thy 
ſtrength, and thy neighbour as thyſelf.” 


When Eliſha the Prophet was about to prophely 
before two kings, he called for a minſtrel, on which 
he played, to ſooth his ruffled paſſions, and prepare 


| his heart the better for the reception of the Holy 


Spirit, And. were the ſons of the Prophets more 
frequently to entertain themſelves thus, I believe it 
would be as fuitable to the miniſterial character, and 
recommend. them as much, perhaps more, to all ſeri- 
ous Chriſtians, than their tripping up their heels, 


ſkipping and dancing at the muſic of a Ball-room, 


or playing even a firſt Fiddle at a concert. And was 
the voice of ſpiritual melody more frequently heard 
by thoſe who come occaſionally to viſit our Colleges, 


it might be as much ts the honour of the Univerſity, 
as the more common and too, too frequent noiſe of 


Box and Dice, at the unlawful oy or Hazard 
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Popiſh countries, Popiſh ſeminaries, think it no 
ſhame, no diſgrace to be heard finging the high 
praifes of their Got in their Convents, their Houſes, 
or even in their Streets; and why Proteſtants in 
general, and Proteftant Students in particular, 
ſhould be any more aſhamed of, or reſtrained from 
the free exerciſe of ſuch acts of devotion, either in 
ſecret or in private ſocieties, no good reaſon can be 
given; unleſs it be proved to be good reaſoning to 
aſſert, that Proteſtants ought to be Jefs devout than 
_ We muſt confeſs that Papiſts, though 

they 
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they take this liberty of ſinging and chanting pri- 
vately and publicly themſelves, yet deny this Hberty 
of conſcience to our Proteſtant aſſemblies, thoſe at- 


. tending divine worſhip at our Ambaſſador's chapels 


not excepted. But for Proteſtants to diſuſe it them- 
ſelves, and at the ſame time Jay as it were a ſpiritual 
embargo upon their fellow Proteſtants, nay puniſh 
and expel them for ſo doing, is very unaccountable. 


What ſpirit then muſt thoſe be of, Reverend Sir, 
who have lately joined in pronouncing the ſentence 
of expulſion againſt fix religious Students, not only 
for having been of Trades, and praying extempore, 
but for reading and ſinging Hymns alſo? His Royal 
Highneſs the late Duke of Cumberland, was of a 
very different diſpoſition, for when abroad in Ger- 
many, in one of our late wars, (as I was informed 
by a perſon then on guard) hearing one evening as 
he was paſſing by, a company of - ſoldiers ſinging at 
ſome little diſtance in a cave, he aſked the centinal 
what noiſe that was; and being anſweted that ſome 
devout ſoldiers were ſinging Hymns; inſtead of cit- 
ing them to appear before their Officers, ordering 
them to the whipping poſt, or commanding theth to 
be drummed out of the regiment; acting like him- 
ſelf, he only pleaſingly replied, '* Are they fo? Let 
them go on then, and be as merry as they can.“ In 


this he acted wiſely ; for he knew, and found by te- 


peated experience, as did other commanding officers, 
that ſinging, nay, and praying extempore tao, in 
theſe private ſocieties, did not hinder, but rather fit- 
ed and animated theſe devout Soldiers to engage and 
to fight their Country's battles in the field, And it 
may be preſumed, that if theſe Students had not 

been 


3 


[ 16 f 


been expelled for ſinging Hymns, and praying extem- 
pore, they certainly would not have been leſs, but 
in all probability much better prepared for hand- 
ling the ſword of the Spirit, the Word of Gop, and 
fighting therewith, either from the Preſs or the Pul- 
Pit, the battles of the Lonp of hoſts. 


To fee or hear ſuch divine exercifes created with 
reproach, and ſpoken of with contempt by common 


and open blaſphemers, is bad; but that any who 
came « on purpoſe to be trained up for the ſacred work 
of the Miniſtry, ſhould be looked on as criminal, 
and expelled A Univerſity for being ſometimes. em- 
ployed in them, is too ſad a proof not only that 
our gold is become dim, and our fine gold chang- 


ed, but that our very foundations are out of courſe.” 
Whar,then, muſt the rightequs do? 


" What indeed, but weep and lament ? And weep 
and | Tament 3 indeed they muſt, eſpecially when they 


hear further, that mecting in a religious ſociety, giv- 


ing a word. of exhortation, or expounding and com- 


menting a A little now and then upon ſome portion of 


ſcripture,” are not the leaſt of the accuſations for 


which ſome of theſe young worthies had the ſentence 
of | expulſion, pronounced againſt them. 


It is recorded in the Old Teſtament, that in a 
degenerate age, ** thoſe that feared the Lorp. ſpake 
often one to another; that the Lok p hearkened and 
heard, and that a book of remembrance was written 
before him for thoſe that feared the Lok p, and 
thought on his name: and they ſhall be mine in 


that 'day, faith the LoRD, when I make up my 
jewels; 
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jewels; and I will ſpare them as a man ſpareth his 
own ſon that ſerveth him.” Thus it was in the Old 
Teſtament times. Nor are ſuch meetings mentioned 
with leſs approbation in the New : for therein, in 
. order that we may hold the profeſſion of our faith 
without wavering, we are commanded to“ conſider 
one another, to provoke unto love and to good 
works; not forſaking the aſſembling ourſelves to- 
gether, but exhorting one another, and ſo much 
; the more, as we ſee the day approaching.” Nay, 
' one immediate conſequence of that grand effuſion 
| of the Holy Ghoſt on the day of Pentecoft, we are 
| told, was this, namely, that“ they who gladly re- 
| 


ceived the word, and were baptized, continued ſted- 
faſt in the Apoſtles doctrine, in fellowſhip, in 
breaking of bread, and in prayer.” This is a ſhort, 
but withal a full and bleſſed account of the firſt truly 
apoſtolic primitive Church; and we may venture to 
affirm, that as we are more or leſs partakers of a 
true apoſtolic primitive ſpirit, ſuch kind of religious 
or fellowſhip-meetings, will in proportion increaſe 
or decreaſe among us. To talk therefore, or write, 
or preach againſt, or either by private perſuaſion or 
| open violence to oppoſe or endeavour to ſuppreſs or 
| diſcountenance ſuch kind of religious ſocieties, is 
f flying, as it were, in the very face of the ſcriptures 
of truth, and of the. Holy. Ghoſt himſell. 


In all our charters granted by the Cron, uberein. 
| authority is given to bodies corporate. to enact laws, 
\ it is always with this limitation, namely, that, no 

laws ſhall be enacted by ſuch bodies corporate con- 
0 neg to the ws of the. ls, And as the Serip- 
ä „ e ee ET tures 
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tures are our grand Codex Legum and Magna Charta, 
in reſpect to our religious principles and practices, 
what affront muſt we put upon our country in gene- 
ral, and the church of England in particular, even 


by barely imagining that any law now exiſts that 


Prohibits any of her members from frequenting ſuch 
ſocieties as have the divine authority and ſuperſcrip- 
tion fo Wen, ſtamped upon them ? 


The Private Meetings that are in any wiſe WAY 
ed and denounced illegal, are ſuch, and ſuch only, 
as are ſeditious, and compoſed of ſeditious perſons, 
who aſſociate, indeed, under a pretence of Religion, 
but in reality to plot againſt the ſtate, The ſooner 
any that can be coicted of this are made to forſake 
the aſſembling themſelves together, the better: and 


though compoſed of a threefold, three hundred fold, 
' Vay à three thouſand fold cord, no matter if, like 
the cords wherewith the Phitiftinies bound Samfon, 
they wer immediately broken. But as nothing of 
Ds nature cn with the leaſt adotb of truth be ob- 
Jected ipainft the Meetings and Societies frequented 


by thee Students, but quite the contrary urged in 


"Heir favour, if Scripture and the practice of the 
primitive Chriſtians are to be our guides, they ought 


not onbhy to be permitted, but countenanced and en- 


br want by yy” true lover of our "Church and 
e, | 


And j DA in any dach bee ſociety one of 
them ſhould venture now and then to drop a word of 
Exhortation, or even attempt in a ſmall degree to 
apen, expound, or enlarge upon ſome practical text of 
—— how can even this be looked upon as ille- 


gal, 
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gal, much lefs ſinful or worthy of expulſion, when, 


I could almoſt ſay, it. is a neceſſary preparation for 


the future ſervice of the ſanctuary? To be apt to 
teach, is one indiſpenſible qualification required by 
Scripture either in a Biſhop or Preſbyter, But how 
can this aptneſs or an-habit of teaching te acquired 
without the exerciſe of previous acts? Or what 
buſineſs is there in the world, even from the loweft 
mechanic, to the higheſt profeſſion amongſt us, (ex- 
cept that of Divinity) wherein Pupils, Clerks, nay 
common Apprentices, are not by previous exercifes 
trained up for a complete proficiency in their reſpec- 
tive callings and occupations ? 


Our ll-wiſe Maſter, we know, ſent his Diſciples 
on ſhort excurſions, before he gave them the more 
extenſive commiſſion to go into all the world: and 
were our Students in general, under proper limita- 
tions, to be thus exerciſed and employed, while they 
are keeping terms at the Univerſity, or among their 

poor neighbours i in the country, when they return 
home in time of Vacation, they would not turn out 
ſuch meer novices, or make ſuch awkward figures, 
as too many raw creatures do when they make their 
firſt appearance in the pulpit. I remember, above 
thirty years ago, after ſome young Students had 


been viſiting the ſick and impriſoned, and had 


been giving a word of exhortation in a private houſe, 
that upon meeting the Ordinary and Minifter of the 
Pariſh in their return to College, they frankly told 
him what they had been doing; upon which, he 
turned to them and faid, ©* Got bleſs you: I wiſh 
we had more ſuch young curates.” A milder, and 
| therefore a more chriſtian ſentenee this, than that of 


a late 
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a late expulſion ſor the very ſame ſuppoſed e crimes 
and miſdemeanors, 


As for the reports of theſe young Students bang 
accuſed or condemned for barely being acquainted 
with, or occaſional viſitors: of ſome of the moſt la- 
borious pains - taking worthy pariſh - miniſters in 
England, it is almoſt altogether incredible. And 
yet the ſtanders-by, as well as the ſuppoſed Culprits 
_ themſelves, as we are informed, aver this to be real 
matter of fact: attended with this melancholly ag- 
gravation, that they were hiſſed at, puſhed about, 
and treated in a manner that the vileſt criminal is 
not allowed to be treated, either at the Qld-Baily, 
or any Court of Juſtice in the kingdom. We are 
* Ukewile told, that a copy of their indictment was 
' aſked for, but denied them. And not only ſo, but 
that one, from whoſe polite behaviour in the world- 
Iy walk, better things might have been expected, was 
"Heard to fay, as he came” out of Chapel, to their 
grand Accufer, after ſentence of expulſion was pro- 
"nounced, that he would have the thanks of the 
' whole Vniverſity for that day J work. | 


Puder bec e nobis Y 
Et. ne pete, et non. in 7. 


What 8 . Stk, 4th may, meet with 
from the whole Univerſity, I Kno. not; but one 
_ thing I know, namely, that, he will receive no thanks 
for that day's, work from the innumerable com- 
pany of Angels, the general aſſembly of the Firſt- 
born, which, are written in Heaven, or from Gon 
the judge of all, in that day when Jzsvs, the Medi- 
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ator of the Neu 8 ſhall come in his own. 


glory, in the glory of the Father, and his holy an- 


gels, and gather in his elect fromeall the four corners 
of the world.” 


But, Reverend Six, may we not preſume to hops 
that this voluntary ſpeaker for the whole Univerſity, 
whoever he be, it maketh no matter to me, was ſome- 
what out and miſtaken in his calculation? For it 
ſeems not above three or four DoCtors, if ſo many, 
were preſent, at leaſt fat as judges at this extra- 
ordinary, tribunal. The worthy Provoſt of Queen's, 
(and undoubtedly many other worthy Heads of 
Houſes, were, and are like minded) was for pre- 
{cribing more lenient methods : and all are glad to 
hear that theſe young Students worthy. Principal, 
who muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed to be the beſt 
judg ge of their prineiples, practices, and qualifica- 


tions, boldly ſtood up in their defence, aſſerted their 
innocence, confronted their accuſers, and brought 


in books to vindicate both their principles and con- 
duct. But how this worthy Principal, as well as 


pupils, were treated, is beſt known to thoſe who 
had an active hand in all. 


IIowever, as the Holy Ghoſt hath left it upon 
record to the honour of Nicodemus, that he ſtood 
up in defence of our Lord before the whole Jew- 
iſh Sanhedrim, and was not conſenting to his death, 
% wherever this act of expulſion is recorded (and 
recorded it will be, even to lateſt poſterity) 
wil! be mentioned to the honour of Doctor Dixon, 
(and for acting thus he will have the thanks of all 


moderate, 


1 


moderate, ſerious, ſober-mirided Chriſtians in the 
three kingdoms) that he had no hand in, but did all 


he poffibly could to prevent theſe young mens ex- 


pulſion. An expulſion for Articles of Impeachment 


to which indeed the accuſed pleaded guilty ; but for 
Articles which (wherever hereafter they may be 
called to minifter in holy things) will be their beſt 


_ teſtimonial; and their expulfion for holding and con- 
ſeſſing "thoſe Articles, the . letters of re- 
commendation. N 


F 


4 


How theſe young worthies are now to be diſpoſed 
of, or how they will. diſpoſe of themſelves, as it 
was not ſo much as hinted that they had the leaſt 
connection with me, is not my buſineſs to inquire. 
But ſurely ſuch an expulſion as this cannet deter 
them from purſuing their preparations for their 
miniſterial calling : friends they cannot want, be- 
cauſe © he is faithful who hath promiſed, that who- 
ſoever forſaketh ſather or mother, houſes or lands, 


for his ſake or the goſpel's, he ſhall have an hundred 


fold in this life with perſecution, and in the world 
to come life everlaſting.” But if any act ſo daſtardly 
as to make unſcriptural conceſſions, or be terrified 


by unſcriptural, and therefore mere bruta fulmina, 


if they were of Trades before, the ſooner they return 
again to their trades the better: for it is to be feared 
ſuch cowards would only make a Trade of the Mi- 
niftry if they were admitted into the Church, and 
the fewer of ſuch kind of tradeſmen our church is 


troubled with, the ſafer ſhe will be. 


But 
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But what a mercy is it, Reverend Sin, that we 
live under a free Government, under a King whoſe 
Royal Grandfather repeatedly declared (and he was 
as good as his word through a long and glorious 
reign) that there ſhould be no Perſecution in his 
time ; and under a King who in his firſt moſt gra- 
cious and never- to- be· forgotten Speech from the 
throne, gave his people the ſtrongeſt aſſurances « that 
it was his fixt purpoſe, as the beſt means to draw 
down the divine favour on his reign, to countenance 
and encourage the practice of true Religion and Vir- 
ey and maintain the Toleration inviolable.“ : 


That both Students and common People will be 
in danger of being tempted by ſuch violent proceed- 
ings to put themſelves under the act of Tolecation, 
may eaſily be foreſeen: and it may as eaſily be gueſs- 
ed how ſuch treatment will neceſſarily diſcourage 
ſerious people from ſending their ſons to the Univer- 
ſity, at leaſt to the Univerſity of Oxford; and at 
the ſame time furniſh them with a new argument 
for entering their youth in ſome of our diſſenting 
Academies, where they will be in no danger, it is 
preſumed, of being expelled for ſinging Hymns, 
ſpeaking a little now and then in a religious Society, 
or uſing extempore Prayer. 


Alas! alas! what a diſadvantageous point of light 
muſt all concerned in ſuch an extraordinary ftretch 
of Univerſity-diſcipline ſtand in among all foreign 
Univerſities whatſoever? In what point of light 
it will be viewed by our eccleſfaſtical Superiors at 


home a very little time will diſcover. Nay, it is to 


be 
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be feared, the diſcovery is made already: for by a 
Letter dated fo lately as March 29, it appears that a 
certain venerable Society on account of ſome cir- 
cumſtances that have lately happened (probably the 
circumſtances of a late expulſion) are under a ne- 
ceflity of coming to a reſolution to accept of no re- 
commendation for perſons to go abroad as Mimon- 
aries, but ſuch as have had a literary Education, and 
have been bred up with a deſign to dedicate them - 

ſelves to the Miniſtry.” This reſolution ſeems to. 
be taken in order the better to prevent any of theſe 
caſt-outs or any other laymen, however otherwiſe. 
well qualified and recommended, from applying ts 
the Society for Holy Orders, that they may be em- 
ployed and ſent abroad as Miſſionaries, But to what 
a fad dilemma will many: ſerious perſons be hereby 
reduced ? They muſt not, by ſuch 'reſolutions it 
ſeems, be allowed to be Lay-Preachers, and yet if 
ſent by their friends to the Univerlity to purſue their 
ſtudies, in order that. they may be regularly and 
epiſcopally ordained, if they ſing Hymns, pray ex- 
tempore, or give a word of exhortation in a religious 
Society, though entirely made up of the members of 
the Eſtabliſhed church, they muſt be þ/o facto ex- 
pelled for ſo doing. O temporal O mores! If 
matters proceed in this channel, what ſtamp, Reve- 
rend Six, may we ſuppoſe our future Miſſionaries to 
the Iſlands and Continent will be of? To my cer- 
tain knowledge all of them are not looked upon as 
very burning and ſhining lights already, —But if 
what little light of true Religion ſome may have, is 
to be thus damped by acts of expulſion before they 
leave the Univerſity, and even this little light, as 
far as lies in the power of man, is to be thus turned 
; into 
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znto total darkneſs, bow great muſt that darkneſs 
be! | Surely it muſt be worſe than Egyptian dark- 
neſs; a darkneſs that will be moſt deplorably felt 


by all true lovers of our common ſalvation both at 
home and abroad. 


' You need not be apprized, Reverend kin. that 
a deſign for the eſtabliſhment of Epiſcopacy in our 
Iſlands and Plantations, hath been long upon the 
tapis; and that it hath been, in part at leaſt, the 
ſubject of annual Sermons for ſeveral years laſt paſt. 
No longer ago than in the year 1766, the preſent 
Biſhop of Landaff inſiſted upon the neceſſity and ex- 
pediency of it in the moſt explicit manner; nay, his 
Lordſhip carries the matter ſo far as to aſſure us, 
that this point, namely, the eſtabliſhment of  Epiſco- 
pacy, being obtained, * the American church will 
go out of its infant ſtate ; be able to ſtand upon its 
own legs; and without foreign help ſupport and 
ſpread itſelf : and then, adds his Lordſhip, this So- 
ciety will have been brought to the happy iſſue in- 
tended,” Whether theſe aſſertions of his Lordſhip, 
when weighed in a proper balance, will not in ſome 
degree be found wanting, is not ſor me to deter- 
mine. But ſuppoſing the reaſoning to be juſt, and 
his Lordſhip's aſſertions true, then I fear it will fol- 
low, that a Society, which ſince its firſt inſtitution 
hath been looked upon as a Society for propagating 
the Goſpel, hath been all the while rather a Society 
for propagating Epiſcopacy in foreign parts: and if 
ſo, and if it ever ſhould appear that our Right Reve- 
rend Archbiſhops and Biſhops do in the leaſt coun- 


tenance and encourage the unſcriptural proceedings 
at Edmund Hall, how muſt it increaſe the prejudices 
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of our Coloniſts, in the Iſlands and on the Con- 
tinent, againſt the eſtabliſhment of Epiſcopacy 
That perſons of all ranks, from Quebec down to the 
two Floridas, are at this time prejudiced and more 
than prejudiced againſt it, is very notorious ; but how 
will the very thought of the introduction of Lords 


Biſhops even make them ſhudder, if their Lordſhips 
| ſhould think proper to countenance the expulſion of 


ſuch worthy and truly religious Students, whilſt thoſe 
who have no religion at all perhaps, may not only 
meet with countenance, but approbation and * k 


Beſides, if ſuch proceedings ſhould be continued, 
(which God forbid) what little credit may we ſup- 
poſe will hereafter be given to future Univerſity- 
Teſtimonials, namely, that the bearers of them have 
behaved ſtudiouſly, ſoberly, and pious LY; and how 
muſt we in time be put under a diſagreeable neceſſity 
of having a ney, or at leaft altering {ome part of our 
preſent moſt excellent ordination- office? As it now 
ſtands, one of the Queſtions propoſed to every candi- 
date for Holy Orders runs thus: * Do you truſt 
that you are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt? ” 


But if all Students are to be expelled that ſing 


Hymns, pray extempore, attend upon, or expound a 
verſe now and then in a religious church of England 


Society, ſhould it not rather, Reverend SIR, be 


worded thus, namely, „Do you truſt that ye are 
Or inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon 
you the office and adminiſtration of the church?“ 


| You will excuſe this freedom, Reverend Six, 


Agitun de vitd et ſanguine turn, 


Love 
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Love to Gon, love to mankind in general, and love 
to that Univerſity, that alma mater where I had the 
honour of being educated, and, what is infinitely 


more, where I had the happineſs of receiving the 
witneſs of the Spirit of God in my heart, altogether 


conſtrain me. 


The news of theſe. young mens expulſion hath 
made, and will make the ears of all that have heard, 


'or ſhall hear of it, to tingle: and therefore if ſome 


do not ſpeak, and uſe great plainneſs of ſpeech too, 
the very ſtones would, as it were, cry out againſt 
us.--In reſpe& to myſelf, Reverend Sts, I hope, in 
taking the freedom of troubling you with this, I do 


not juſtly incurr the cenſure of acting as a buſy- 


body in other mens matters. For, whatever other 
pretences may be made, ſuch as diſqualification in 
reſpe& to learning, age, being of trades, &c. &c. 


&c. (Nuge triceque culendæ) it is notorious and ob- 
yious to all intelligent perſons, that the grand cauſe 


of theſe young mens expulſion was this, namely, that 
they were either real or reputed MxrHODISTHS. An 
honour this indeed unwittingly put on Methodiſts, 
whoever or whatever they be, ſince ſcarce any now- 


a-days can pray extempore, ſing Hymns, go to 


Church or Meeting, and abound in other acts of 
Devotion, but they muſt be immediately dubb'd 


 Methodifts—I ſay, dubb'd Methodiſts ; for it is not 


a name given to them by tbemſelves, but was im- 


poſed on them by ſome of their fellow Students and 
Cotemporaries in the Coiveriity, 
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I take it for granted, Reverend 81x, that you need 
not be apprized that I am one of theſe Methodiſts ; 
and bleſſed be Gop I have had the honour of being 
one of them for about thirty-five years. If this is to 
be vile, may I be more vile! If this be my ſhame, 
upon the moſt mature and ſerious reflection I really 
glory in it. But then leſt any more innocent Youths 
ſhoald hercafter ſuffer barely for the imputation of 
a nick-name, give me leave ſimply and honeſtly to 
inform you, Reverend Six, and through you the 
whole Univerſity, what not barely a reputed, but a 
real Methodiſt is :—** He is one of thoſe whom Gop 
hath. choſen in CHRISTH out of mankind to bring 
them by CHRIST to everlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels 
made to honour. Wherefore they, which be en- 
dued with ſo excellent a benefit of Gop, be. called 
according to Gop's purpoſe by his Spirit working in 
due ſeaſan: they, through grace, obey the calling: 
they 'be juſtified freely : they be made the ſons of 
Gop by adoption: they be made like the image of 
his only begotten ſon JesUs CHRISH: they walk 
religiouſly in good works: and at length, by God's 
mercy, they attain everlaſting felicity.” This is the 
true portraiture of a Methodiſt, drawn at full length, 
drawn to the very life, and that too not by an igno- 
rant modern dauber, but by thoſe good old ſkilful ſcrip- 
tural-limners, CRANMER, LATIMER, RIDLEY, in 
the xviith Article of our Church; an Article that de- 
ſerves to be written in Letters of gold; and yet, for 
holding of this very Article in its litteral grammati- 
oal ſenſe, agreeable to his ſubſcription at the time of 
matriculation, one of theſe young Students, as we 


1 | have 


. . — —— = 


L 29 ] 
have been informed, was expelled. If our inſorma- 
tion be wrong in this or any other reſpect, the nation 


may ſoon be ſet right by an authentic publication of 
the whole judicial proceedings, 


If you ſhould defire, Reverend Stn, a deinition of 
Methodiſm itſelf, as well as of a Methodiſt, you may 
eaſily be gratified — It is no more nor leſs than faith 
working by love — A holy method of living and 
dying, to the glory of Go —It is an univerſal mo- 
rality, founded upon the love of Gop {ſhed abroad 
in the heart by the Holy Ghoſt : or, to keep to the 
exact terms made uſe of in the laſt Collect of our 
excellent Liturgy, it is the grace of our Lord IxSUS 
CHR1sT, the love of Gop, and the fellowſhip of the 

oLy GHosT ; which we cannot go to church or 
chapel on Sundays, Holidays, or other common days, 
without praying, not that it may be driven from, but 
be with us all evermore. 


If this be Enthuſiaſm, the true Methodiſts confeſs 
themſelves to be Enthuſiaſts. But then, they bum- 
bly apprehend, that they cannot with any juſt pro- 
priety of ſpeech be termed modern Enthuſiaſts ; for 
it is an Enthuſiaſm which our bleſſed Lord, in that 
prayer which he put up when He was about to take 
his farewel of his Diſciples, and which is a pattern 
of that all- prevailing Interceſſion which He is now 
making at the right hand of Gop, moſt earneſtly in- 
fiſts upon, and demands that all his diſciples may be 
poſſeſſed of: Father, ſaid he, I will that thoſe whom 
thou haſt given me, may be with me where I am; that 
they may be one with me, even as thou, O Father, 
and I are one: I in them, and they in me, that they 
all may be made perfect in one.“ An Enthuſiaſm with 
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which Peter and John were fired, when “Annas the 
high- prieſt, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexan- 
der, and as many as were of the kindred of the high - 
prieft, ſceing their boldneſs, and perceiving that they 
were unlearned and ignorant men, marvelled, and 
took knowledge” of them that they had been with 
Jesvs.” An Enthuſiaſm with which the Proto- 
Martyr Stephen was filled, when he cried, Ye 
ftiff-necked and uncircumciſed in heart and ears, ye 
co always refift the Holy Ghoſt.” An Enthuſiaſm 
which Ignatius, ſuppoſed by fome to be one of thoſe 
little children which the Lord Ixsus took up in his 
arms, was abſorbed in, when he ſtiles himſelf a 
Bearer of Gop; and for witneſſing of which good 
confeſſion, in oxder to cure him of this Enthuſiaſm, 
was ordered by Trajan, the Roman Emperor, to be 
thrown to the Lions. An Enthuſiaſm for which 
Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, thoſe glorious lights 
of the Reformation, thoſe excellent compilers of our 
Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies, were burnt alive 
for, near Baliol college. And to mention but one 
more too, too recent an example, an Enthuſiaſm, for 
being only a little tinctured with which, Six Stu- 
dents, on March 1ith, in the Year of our Lord 
1768, were Rene? expelled in Edmund Hall 
chapel. | 


But think you, Reverend Six, that this is the 
way to ſtop the progreſs of this Enthuſiaſm? Or 
rather, may we not imagine that this very act of ex- 
pulſion will be a means of furthering and promoting 
its ' progreſs far and near? To ſpeak my own 
thoughts, I am fully perſuaded, that if ſuch unſcrip- 


__ — of n this Enthuſiaſm be pur- 
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ted furtherg it will be only like cutting off the 
Lyrnean head; inſtead of one, an hundred will 


ſpring up. 


Indeed, if the Picture of modern | Enthuſiaſts, 
drawn up and preſented to the public by your Right 
Reverend Dioceſan, be a juſt and proper one, ſup- 
poſing at the ſame time the Methodiſts are thereby 


referred to, no matter how ſoon they are baniſhed 


out of the Univerſity, and out of the Church allo : 
for his Lordſhip i is pleaſed to tell us „ that they act 
in direct oppoſition to the perverſe Phariſees of old; 
theſe aſcribed the works of the Holy Ghoſt to Becl- 
zebub; and it is no uncommon thing ſor thele 
modern Enthuſiaſts, adds his Lordſhip, to aſcribe 
the works of Beelzebub to the Holy Spirit.“ Surcly 
his Lordſhip, by theſe modern, Enthuſiaſts, cannot 
mean any who apply for Holy Orders, and profeſs 
before men and angels, that they are inwardly 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon them the 
office and adminiſtration of the church ;? when the 
ſearcher of hearts knows that they are moved only 
by ſecular views and worldly hopes of preferment ; 
this is indeed aſcribing the works of Beelzebub to 
the Spirit of Gop with a witneſs: or, to uſe the 
words of a no leſs learned, though leſs cenſorious 
prelate, I mean the moderate Biſhop Burnett, „ it 
is a committing the horrid crime of Ananias and 
Saphira over again; it is lying, not only unto man, 
but unto Gop.” 


This is a modern kind of Enthuſiaſm, Reverend 
SIR, which, the true old Methodiſts always did, and 
185 B 4 I truſt 
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I truſt always will abjure, deteft, and abhor. If 
worldly church-preſerments had been their aim, 
ſome of them at leaſt might have had worldly ladders 
enough let down to them to climb up by : but hav- 
ing received a kind of Apoftolical commiſſion at their 
Ordination, when thoſe who profeſs themſelves 
lineal ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles, ſaid unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt now committed unto 
you by the impoſition of our hands; they would 
ain keep up and maintain ſomething of the dignity 
of an apoſtolic character; and therefore without 
ever fo much as deſigning to enter into any political 
cabals, or civil or church factions whatſoever, with- 
out turning to the right hand or the left, or troubling” 
the world with ſo much as one fingle ſermon or 
pamphlet on the bare externals of Religion; they 

have endeavoured to have but one thing in view, 
namely, to determine to think of nothing, to know 
nothing, and to preach of nothing but Jesvs 
CHRIST, and him crucified ; to ſpend and be ſpent 
for the good of ſouls, and to glory in nothing ſave in 
the croſs of CHRIST, by whom the world is crucified 
unto them, and they unto the world, _ | 


It is true, by thinking and acting thus, the Me- 
thodiſts have deen, and it is preſumed always will 
be, charged and condemned by men of corrupt 
minds, as thinking and acting irregularly and diſor- 
derly : But as ſuch a charge, in the very nature of 
the thing, ſuppoſes a deviation from ſome ſettled 
ſtanding rule, they would humbly aſk wherein the 
irregularity and diſorderlineſs of this way of acting 
and think ing doth ſpecifically conſiſt? Is it irrogu- 
. | _ lar 
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Jar and diſorderly to be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of 
ſeaſon? Is it irregular and diſorderly to do what 
every Biſhop at the very time of our being ordained 
Priefts, poſitively tells us pertaineth to their office, 
namely, to ſeek after the children of Gop, ſcat- 
tered abroad in this naughty world ?” Is it irregular. 
and diſorderly, after we have eſtabliſhed the truth of 
what we deliver in our ſermons by ſcripture proofs, 
further to confirm and illuſtrate them by repeated 
and particular quotations, taken from the Liturgy, 
Articles and Homilies of our Eſtabliſhed Church? 
Is it irregular and diſorderly to fill her Pews, to, 
crowd her Communion Tables, and to recommend 
a frequent and conſtant devout attendance upon her. 
public Offices and Services? Or, ſuppoſing they 
ſhould, merely by caprice or prejudice, be denied 
the privilege of preaching within the Church, can 
it be juſtly termed irregular or diſorderly, at leaſt can. 
it poſſibly be looked upon as criminal, to preach the 
ſame truths, to make uſe of the ſame kind of illuſ- 
trations, to repeat the ſelf-ſame recommendations 
without the church walls, in the fields, or any other 
place whatſoever :? 


The late candid Biſhop of Lincoln, I am poſitive, 
did not think ſuch a way of acting altogether ſo very 
criminal : for in a charge given to his Clergy ſome 
years before his tranſlation to the ſee of Saliſbury, 
he told them to this effect, „that they were not to 
look upon themſelves as Miniſters of a Plato, a 
Pythagoras, or any other Heathen Philoſopher, con- 
ſequently they were not to entertain their auditories 
with mere moral harangues; but that they were to 

B 5 conlider 
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conſider themſelves as Miniſters of Jesus CurisT ; 
and therefore if they would not preach the goſpel in 


the Church, they could not be juſtly angry if the 
poor people went out to hear it in a Field.“ A 
charge this truly worthy of a ſober-minded, mode- 
rate, wiſe Biſhop of the church of England. For 
even in acting ſeemingly thus irregularly and diſor- 


derly, theſe modern Enthuſiaſts only copy after the 


greateſt and brighteſt examples the world ever ſaw, 
and whoſe examples it is more than criminal not to 


follow or copy aſter. Our bleſſed Loxp, when 
denied the ufe'of the Synagogues, ſeeing the multi- 
tude, went up and choſe a mountain for his pulpit, 
and the heavens for his ſounding-board. At other 
times he fat by the ſea-fide, nay, went into a ſhip 
and preached, whilſt the whole multitude ftood on 
the ſhore, When Petey and John, that this kind 
of Enthuſiaſm might ſpread no further among the 
people, were ſtraitly threatened, and commanded that 
they ſhould thenceforth ſpeak at all to no man in 
CHRrIsF's name, they calmly yet boldly replied unto 
their threatners and commanders, ©* Whether it be 
right in the ſight of Goup, to hearken unto you, more 
than unto Gop, judge ye: For we cannot but 
ſpeak the things which we have ſeen and heard,” 


A certain woman, named Lydia, a feller of purple, 


had her heart opened when the great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles was preaching and praying by a river-ſide 


and Dionyſus the Areopagate, a woman named 


Damaris, and others, believed, and clave unto the 
fame Apoſtle, from the time they heard him preach: 
in the midſt of Areopagus, or Mars hill. And we 
ay ſuppoſe he was not leſs ſucceſsful when he was 
obliged 
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obliged by the angry Jews to preach! in the. ſchool of 
one T yrannus. 


I believe you will agree, Reverend 81, that the 
venerable Fox and Bradford did not appear leſs vene- 
rable for preaching at Paul's croſs ; nether did I ever 
hear that Biſhop Latimer was looked upon as de- 
grading his epiſcopal character, when he uſed to 
preach out in Cotten Garden Weſtminſter, and King 


Edward the Sixth, that Joſiah of his age, with ſome 


of his court, leaning on velvet cuſhions, looked out 
at the palace window to hear him. And I hereby 
appeal to the whole Univerſity, whether the Reve- 
rend Doctors of Divinity, Heads of Houſes, Gradu- 
ates or Under - Graduates, ever looked upon it as 
criminal, or beneath the dignity of their place and 
ſtation, to fit out in the open air on St John Bap- 
tiſt's day, to hear a Maſter of Arts preach from the 
ſtone pulpit in Maudlin College yard ; though for 
fear it may be they ſhould give further ſanction to 


| field- preaching, they have lately thought proper to 


adjourn into the Chapel ? 


You know, Reverend Six, who it was that, when 
thoſe who were bidden in a regular way refuſed to 
come to the wedding-ſupper, without aſking any 
one's leave for ſo doing, ſent forth ſome irregulars 
into the lanes and ſtreets of the city, into the high- 
ways and hedges, with that glorious encouraging 
commiſſion, not by fines and impriſonments, not by 
threats and expulſions, not by killing the body for 
the good of the foul, but by filling their mouths with 
goſpel - eee backed with the all - powerful 
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energy of the Holy Ghoſt, to campel poor, wander- 
ing, weary, heavy-laden ſinners to come in. Armed 
with this panoply divine, and, as they think, au- 
thoriſed by the ſame Lok p, ſome few of us eontinue 
to this day, amongſt ſmall and great, high and low, 
rich and poor, in Church or Chapel, in commons, 
ſtreets, fields, whenſoever or whereſoever divine 
Providence opens a door, to teſtify repentance to- 
wards God and faith in our Lord Jesus CHRIST: 
and this not out of contempt of, or in oppoſition to 


the godly admonitions of our eccleſiaſtical ſuperiors, 


but becauſe * the love of CHRIST conſtraineth us,” 
and we think that a wo, a dreadful wo, awaits us 


if we preach not the Goſpel, Not that we are 


enemies to a decent or even epiſcopal conſecration, 
or ſetting apart Churches and Chapels for divine 
and holy worſhip : but we are more indifferent about 
the reputed outward ſanctity of places, becauſe our 
Lox, with great ſolemnity, ſaid unto the woman 
of Samaria, Woman, believe me, the hour com- 
eth when ye ſhall neither in this mountain, nor yet 


at Jeruſalem, worſhip the Father : but the hour 


cometh, and now is, when the true worſhippers 
ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth.” 
Hence we infer, that every place is then, and only 


then, properly called holy when, like the ground. 


around the burning buſh, it is made holy by the 
divine preſence of Him who ſpake to Moſes out of 
the buſh; or like mount Tabor, which. by the Apo- 
ſtle Peter is called by way of emphaſis, the Holy 
Mount, becauſe himſelf and James and John, not 
only had 2 that mount a viſible out ward mani- 
eib Ka | feeſtation, 
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feſtation, but alſo a bleſſed inward heart-felt fenſe of 
the Redeemer's excellent glory. It was undoubtediy 
this that made Peter break out into that exclama- 
tion: „ Maſter, it is good for us to be here,” And 
it was this that warmed, and not only warmed, but 
conſtrained the enraptured Patriarch Jacob, when 
he had only the ground for his bed, the ſtones for 
his pillow, and the open firmament for his curtains 
and furniture, to break forth into that extatic 
language, How dreadful is this place ! this is 
no other than the houſe of Gop; this is the gate 
of heaven.” 


If then, Reverend Six, for this and ſuch like 
things we are accounted irregular and diſorderly, we 


are truly ſorry for it : — Sorry but not upon our 


own accounts, having the teſtimony of a good con- 
ſcience that we act with a ſingle eye, and in direct 
conformity to the authority of the word of Gop: 
but we are ſorry barely on account of our impeach» 
ers and condemners, eſpecially thoſe who bring ſet 
apart for the miniſterial Office, and loaded with 
eccleſiaſtical preſerments, preach very ſeldom, or not 
at all; or, if they do preach now and then, preach 
only as though they were. barely reading wall-lec- 
tures, and feldom or ever ſo much as mention or 
quote the Homilies of our Church, though they have 
ſubſcribed to an Article which ſays, that “ they 
contain a godly and wholeſom doctrine, and which 
judges them to be read in Churches by the miniſters 
diligently and diſtinctly, that they may be under- 


ſtood of the people.” It is to be feared, that it is 


owing to ſuch irregularity and diſorder as this, that 
when 
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when our people hear of our Articles or Homilies. 
quoted by ſome. few in the pulpit, that they are 
ready to cry out, „ What new doctrine is this ? 
Thou bringeſt certain ſtrange things to our ears,” 
At leaſt if it is not ſo at home, I am ſute it if ſo 
abroad, Hence it was that about three years ago, 
after I had been preaching to a very large auditory 
in one of the moſt polite places on the Continent of. 
America, and in preaching, as is my uſual cuſtom, 
had ſtrongly been recommending the book of Homi- 
lies, numbers were ſtiried up to go to the ſtores to 
purchaſe them: But upon inquiring after the book 
of Homilies, the Storekecyer, ſurprized at the no- 
velty of the word Homilies, begged leave to know 


what Muſlins they meant, and whether they were 
not Hummims. x 


What a pity therefore is it, Reverend S1R, that 
the book of Homilies, which ought to be in every 
hand, and as common as our Common Prayer Books, 
ſhould never yet have found a place in the large 
catalogue of books given away by the truly laudable 
Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, though 
founded ſoon after the glorious Revolution. If this 
be not remedied ſome way or another, we ſhall very 
ſoon become diforderly indeed: our Pulpits will 
ſtill continue to contradict our Reading-deſks, and 
we ſhall never have the honour of being ſtiled regu- 
lar and orderly, till, regardleſs of Subſcriptions, 
Oaths, Rubrics, and Ordination- Offices themſelves, 
our practices give the lie to our profeſſions, and we 
ſeek the fleece and not the flock, and. “ preach our- 
ſelves, and not CHRIST JesuUs our Lonn,”  _ 

| | Dead 
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Dead Formaliſts, and proud ſelf- righteous Bigots, 
may loudly exclaim and cry out, * the temple of the 
LosD, the temple of the Lox p, the temple of the 
LorD are we |” They may not only cry out, but 
alſo caſt out; and thinking they thereby do Gop 
ſervice, though moſt notoriouſly deficient in their 
own moral conduct, may plead conſcience, and ſay, 
Let the Lord be glorified,” But to ſuch as theſe 
our Lok p once ſaid, Ye are they that juſtify your- 
ſelves before men, but Gop knoweth your hearts.“ 
Like the chief Prieſts, the Scribes and Phariſees of 
old, they may plead their Law ; for the breach of 
which theſe irregulars, as they imagine, ought to 
be condemned and ſuffer ; nay, time may come 
when they may be permitted to enforce their 
clamorous accuſations by urging, as their godly pre- 
deceſſors once did againſt our Maſter, that „we 
found theſe fellows perverting the nation, and 
forbidding to give tribute unto Cæſar: but Pilate 
knew that for envy they delivered Him.” And 
though they could plead their Loyalty, and ſay, 
& Tf thou let this man go thou art not Cæſar's 
friend, we have no king but Cæſar;“ yet both our 
Loxp and his Apoſtles rendred themſelves, and 
ſtrictly taught all that heard them, to“ render 
unto Cæſar the things that are Cæſar's, and unto 
Gop the things that are Gop's.” Fain would 
the Methodiſts copy after ſuch gloriouſly divine 
examples: and, bleſſed be Gop, after a trial of 
near forty years, upon the moſt ſevere ſcrutiny, 
their LOYALTY cannot be juſtly .ſo much as once 
called | in queſtion ; For as they fear Gop, ſo they 

| dearly 


40 J 


dearly love and honour their King, their rightful 
Sovereign King GeoRGE; and have been, and con- 
tinue to be, ſteady invariable friends to the Proteſ- 
tant ſucceſſion in the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover. 
And if ſo, ſuppoſing theſe Methodiſts ſhould be con- 
victed of acting ſomewhat irregular, fince it is-only 
the irregularity of preaching and recommending un- 
ſeigned Love to God, and, for his great name ſake, 
undiſſembled, diſintereſted Loyalty to their king; is it 
not the intereſt as well as duty of civil government, 
if not to encourage, yet not to oppoſe them? For 
it is certainly a moſt inconteſtable truth, that every 
additional proſelyte to true Methodiſm, is an ad- 
ditional loyal ſubject to King GEORGE the Third, 
whom, with his Royal moſt amiable Conſort, 
our gracious Queen CHARLOTTE, the Methodiſts 
with one united voice earneſtly pray Gop long to 
continue to be à nurſing Father and nurſing Mother 
to our Church and People of every denomination 
whatſoever. 


Every body-is loudly complaining of the badneſs 
of our Times, and the degeneracy of our Morels. 
Singers now proclaim their fin like Sodom, and the 
nation hath ſuſfered more than a ſecond deluge by 
an inundation of every ſin, and every kind al cor- 
ruption that was ever committed or practiſed under 
Heaven: „The whole head is ſick, the whole heart 
faint; from the crown of the head to the ſole of 
our feet, we are full of wounds and bruiſes, and 
putrifying ſores.” Shall there no man be found 
then to. ſtand in the gap? None dare to attempt at 
leaſt to ſtem the impetuous torrent? None venture 

to 
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to go out with their lives in their hand, and cry to 
a profane, careleſs, buſy world, Oh! every one 
that thirſteth, come ye to the waters?” Can any 
conſiderate, much more any real good man, be fo. 
cruel, as even to wifh that the Goſpel ſhould be 
confined either to Church or Meeting, when there 
are ſo many thouſands and tens of thouſands who, 
as to ſpiritual things, know not their right hand 
from their left, and who never go either to Church 
or Meeting at all? If ſome are called to be ſettled. 
Miniſters (and may the great Head of the Church. 
fill all our Pariſh-Churches and Meeting-Houſes 
with true evangelical Paſtors!) may not others be 
called out to be Itinerants? Have there not been 
Preſbyters at large, even from the earlieſt times of 
Chriſtianity ? And if ſome of a more inferior rank: 
and order ſhould be qualified, and thruſt forth by 
the great Lord of the harveſt, when the harveſt is 
ſo great, and the labourers ſo few, who ſhall dare to 
ſay to Him, What doſt thou? Shall our eye 
be evil becauſe: he is good? If Iſaiah was a Cour- 
tier, was not the Prophet Amos a Herdſman? In 
the days of Moſes, when the Iſraelites were under 
a more immediate divine theocracy, news was 
brought him, and that too even by a Joſhua, that 
Eldad and Medad were propheſying in the camp, 
without his Licence or his Ordination; what doth' 
this meek man of Gon ſay ? Envieſt thou for my 
ſake? Would to Gop all the Loxp's people were 
prophets.” And in the days of our Lok p himſelf, 
when He was perſonally preſent, his beloyed diſciple 
John, before his heart was more.enlarged by divine. 
love, ſaid unto him, * Maſter, we ſaw one caſting; 
out 
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eut devils.in thy name,” and he followeth not with 
us, and we forbad him, becauſe he followeth not with 


us.” But what faid JIEsus, that good Shepherd and 
Biſhop of Souls? Forbid him not.” 


Such inſtances, Tuch ſtriking inſtances as theſe, 
methinks, ſhould make even good men careful not 
to give way to a narrow, felhſh, bigoted ſpirit z and 
caution them againſt joining with the world in ſmit- 
ing their Fellow-ſervants, by crying down or ſpeak- 
ing flightingly and reproachfully of a method of 
preaching and acting, which, maugre all oppoſition, 
for theſe thirty years laſt paſt hath been bleſſed and 
owned 'of Gon to the: converting of thouſands ; not 
to a bare name, ſect or party, or merely to head or 
notional knowledge, but from darkneſs unto light, 
from the power of Satan unto Gop ; from holding 
the mere form, to the true abiding poſſeſſion and 
practice of true ſeriptural godlineſs, in heart, lip, 
and life. But if good or bad men now diſlike, and 


therefore oppoſe ſuch! ah irregular way of acting, 


tl ez may be told to: their comfort, that their uneaſi- 
neſs on this account, in all probability, will not be 
af long continuance; for few will chooſe to bid, or 
offer themſelves candidates for ſuch airy PLURALI- 
TIES: to go thus without the camp, bearing all 
manner of reproach; to become in this manner, 
« Spectacles to Gop, to angels, and to men;” to 
facrifice not only our natural, but ſpiritual affections 
and connections, and to part from thoſe who are as 
dear to them as their own ſouls, in order to paſs the 
Atlantic, and bear the colds! and heats of foreign 
climes z theſe are ſuch uninviting things to corrupt 
= nature, 
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nature, that if we will have but a little patience till 
a few old weary heads are laid in the ſilent grave, 
theſe uncommon gdſpel- meteors, theſe field- phæno- 
menas, that ſeldom appear in the latitude of England 
ſcarce above once in a century, without the help of 
any coercive means, will of themſelves ſoon diſappear. 
They begin to be pretty well in diſrepute already : 
Yet a little while, and in all human probability they 
will quite vaniſh away. But though I am neither a 
Prophet, nor the ſon of a Prophet, I am greatly miſ- 
taken if, in the Redeemer's own good time and way, 
ſome ſpiritual phoenix will not hereafter ariſe, ſome 
bleſſed goſpel · inſtrument be raiſed, that ſhall make 
the devil and his threefold army, The luft of che 
Fleſh, the luſt of the Eye, and the pride of Life,” to 
fly before the ſound of the goſpel trumpet. 


I have dwelt the longer upon this particular, 
Reverend Six, becauſe the preſent learned Biſhop of 
Glouceſter, in his late volumes, intitled, The Doc- 
trines of Grace, is pleaſed to obſerve, more than 
once, that he finds fault not ſo much with the matter, 
as the manner of the Methodiſts preaching. But if 
by the manner his Lordſhip would have us to under- 
ſtand, not their manner of preaching in the held, 
but the manner of their delivery, whether in the 
church or field, I would humbly aſk his Lordſhip, if 
he ever heard any of them preach ? If not, doth our 
law condemn any man, or any ſet of men, unheard? 
And I would humbly inquire further of his Lordſhip, 
and all others whom it may concern; how they would 
have them or any others preach ? 


I re- 
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I remember the great Doctor Delauny, when I 
had the honour of being with him, many years ago, 
at the Right Reverend Doctor Boulter's, then Lord 
Primate of Ireland, among other hints, proper for 
a young preacher, gave me to underſtand, that when- 
ever he went up into a pulpit, he defired to look 
upon it as the laſt time he ſhould ever preach, or the 
aſt time that the people ſhould ever hear him. O that 
all Preachers, whether within or without doors, 
however dignified or diſtinguiſhed, went always up 
into their reſpective pulpits thus impreſſed ! They 
would then preach as Apelles once ſaid he painted, 
namely, for Eternity: They would then act the 
part of true goſpel Chriſtian Orators, and not only 
calmly and cooly inform the underſtanding, but by 
perſuaſive pathetic , addreſs endeavour to move the. 
affections, and warm the heart. To act otherwiſe 
beſpeaks a ſad ignorance of human nature, and ſuch 
an inexcuſable indolence and indifference in the 
preacher, as muſt conſtrain the hearers, whether they 
will or not, to ſuſpect chat the Preacher, let him be 
who he will, only deals in the falſe commerce of un- 
felt truths. 


Were our r Lawyers, our Counſellors, or our Play- 
ers to act thus, both the Bar and the Stage would 
ſoon be deſerted; and therefore that anſwer of Mr 
Betterton, to a worthy prelate, when he aſked him 
e how it came to paſs that the Clergy, who ſpoke 
of things real, affected the people ſo little, and the 
Players, who ſpoke of things barely imaginary, af-. 
feed them ſo much,” is worthy of laſting regard. 


66 "oy Lord, fays Mr Betterton, I can gn but one 
reaſon, 
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reaſon, which is, We Players ſpeak of things imagi- 
nary as though they were real, and too many of 
the Clergy ſpeak of things real as though they 


were imaginary,” Thus it was in his, and all know 
it is too much the caſe in our time. Hence it is, 
that even on our moſt important occaſions, the wor- 
thy gentlemen concerned in our public Charities, 
generally find themſelves more obliged to the Mu- 
ſicians than the Preachers, for the largeneſs of their 
collections: and hence, no doubt it is, that upon our 
moſt ſolemn Anniverſaries, after long previous notice 
hath been given, when ſome even of our Lords Spiri- 


tual preach themſelves, perhaps not two Lords tem- 
poral come to hear them, 


Sorry am I therefore, Reverend Six, to inform 
you, that a celebrated Orator, in one of his Lectures 
delivered, if I am not miſtaken, in the Univerſity 
of Oxford, takes the liberty of ſaying, “That it is 
to be feared this is too much the {tate of the Pulpit- 
elocution in general, in the church of England : 
On which account, adds he, there never was perhaps 
a religious ſect upon earth whoſe hearts were ſo little 
engaged in the act of public worſhip as the members 
of that Church, To be pleaſed, we muſt feel, and 
we are pleaſed with feeling. The Preſbyterians are 
moved; the Methodiſts are moved; they go to their 
meetings and tabernacles with delight; the very 
Quakers are moved; fantaſtical and extravagant as 
the language of their emotions is, yet ſtill they are 
moved by it, and they love their form of worſhip for 
that reaſon: Whilſt much the greater part of the 
members of the Church of England, are either ba- 
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niſhed from it through diſguſt, or reluctantly at · 
tend the ſervice as a diſagreeable duty.“ — Thus on 
Mr Sheridan, 


But why gol to the Bar or Stage to fetch vouch+ 
ers in defence of earneſtneſs in heart and action, when 
ſpeaking for the moſt High Gop, and offering ſal- 
vation to precious and immortal fouls, for whom the 
ever-adorable Mediator ſhed his preciqus blood ? 
You know, Reverend S1R, the character given of 
Bucolſpherus one of the Reformers, Vividus vultus, 
dj vidi oculi, vivide manus denigue omnia vivida. You 


have alſo heard of a Prophet who was commanded 


by the Lord Gop himſelf to ſmite with his hand, 
and ſtamp with his foot ; and Goſpel-minifters in 
general are. commanded to “ cry alond, and ſpare 


not, and lift up their voices like trumpets.” - But 
why refer J even to Reformers or Prophets? Rather 


let me mention the Gop and Saviour of all, even 


our Lord Jesus CHRIST, on whoſe manner of preach- 


ing the multitudes that followed him when he came 


down from the mount made this juſt obſervation, that 


„He ſpake as one having authority, and not as the 
Scribes.“ And after his reſurrection, when © begin- 


ning at Moſes and all the Prophets, he expounded 
_ unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
Himſelf,” the two diſciples at Emmaus ſaid one to 
another, Did not our hearts burn within us while 


he talked with us by the way, and while he opened 
to us the ſcriptures?” And I believe we may ven- 
ture to affirm, that if preachers in general ſpake and 
opened the Scriptures more under the influence and 


energy of his bleſſed Spirit, whether in conſecrated or 


unconſecrated 


T4 J 


unconſecrated ground, within or without doors, they 
would find that their hearers hearts in a degree would 
burn within them too. 


But I have done, —You will be ſo good, Reverend 


Sin, as to:pardon not only the freedom but prolixity 
of this. 1 have already mentioned my motives for 


writing; and therefore ſhall now cloſe with the ad- 
-vice given upon a ſimilar occaſion to an eccleſiaſtical 


council by Gamaliel, a Doctor of Law, and had in 
reputation among all the people : And now I ſay unto 


you, Refrain from theſe men, and let them alone: 


For If this counſel or work be of men, it will come 
to nought; but if it be of Gos, ye cannot over- 
throw it: leſt haply ye be found to fight againſt 
Gop. 0 this Gop, and the word of his grace, 
T moſt humbly recommend both yourſelf and the 
whole Univerſity, ' earneſtly praying, that all at all 


times may Have à right judgment given them in all 
things 3) 0. leave to ee 


g o 


REVEREND' SIR, 


Your willing Servant, 


For CHRIS 's fake, 


Lonpon, 


April 12, 1768. 


G. WarITEF1ELD. 
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Wlogr, Giving an Account of the Steps 
taken relative to the convetting the G Bonn 
Oxrynan Hovss into a Col IEE: Together with 
the litterary Correſpondence that paſſed upon that 
Subject between His Grace the re of Can- 
e and the Rev. Mr Whitefield, e e 0 


To which allo is annexed, ThePlan and Elevation 
of the preſent and intended' W and a 
rern Lands adjacent. eee ee 
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By G. WHITE TIE LD. M. 


Late of Pembroke College, Oxford; and Elin 
to the Counteſs of Huntingdon. 


Sold by J. Millan, at Charing-Croſs; E. and C. Dilly, 
in the Poultry; and M. Folingſby, at Temple-Bar. 
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